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VISION STATEMENT: The disciples of First Congrega-
tional Church vision is to obediently follow the Lord Je-
sus becoming more Christ-like in character and effective
: in ministry to others. By the power of the Holy Spirit we
~ A PLACE TO — pray to reach, reconcile and restore lives to Jesus Christ

o by proclaiming the glorious Gospel of the Kingdom. Our
vision will be realized when we have reached Christ-like
maturity, the Gospel has been proclaimed in all the
world, and the Kingdom of God has been fully established
in the new age.

STA s The mission of First Congrega-
tional Church is to obey Christ's command to seek and
save the lost; to preach and teach the Word of God; to
make and empower disciples through increasing and pro-
moting our love for God and His word; to help meet the

® needs of human kind by “loving God with all our hearts,
S d . ] l 19 | with all our souls, with all our minds, so that it will
unddy, Jjuly th mold and fashion our lives, and to love our neighbor as
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Grace and Peace to each of you, and welcome to
Community Connect Family Reunion Sunday!

Today, we gather with grateful hearts to celebrate the gift
of family—both the families we were born into and the be-

L loved church family God has joined together in love. Whether
ou are a longtime member, a returning friend, or worshiping
with us for the first time, please know that you are warmly

received, deeply valued, and truly welcome here.

“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live
together in unity!”

Scripture reminds us that unity isnot only beautiful—it is a blessing.
When we come together across generations, stories, neighborhoods, and experiences,
we reflect the heart of Christ and the strength of a community rooted in love.

As Ephesians 4:3 encourages us, let us “make every efforito keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”

| May this day be filled with joyful worship, meaningful reconnection,
shared memories, and renewed commitment to walk together as one family in faith.

Let us celebrate what God has done, honor the bonds that hold us together,
and open our hearts to the new relationships He is still forming among us.

Welcome home, church family, friends, and neighbors
we are blessed to be together.

First Congregational Church
CC Rev. Dr. J. Alexander Leaston

Pastor
2410 Creech Road




July 19, 2026 11:00 am
Community Connect Family Reunion

Sunday Worship Celebration
Worship Leader—Deacon Grady Walston
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Holy and loving God, we gather this Sunday as one
people, drawn together by Your grace and held together
by Your love. In a world often divided by fear, difference,
and misunderstanding, awaken in us a deeper spirit of
unity.

Open our hearts to one another; strengthen our bonds of
compassion, and remind us that we are members of one
body, called to worship, serve, and love together.

May this service renew our shared faith, heal what
separates us, and guide us toward peace in our church,
our community, and our world. In Jesus'name. Amen.

*Denotes to stand

PREPARATION SELECTION
“Believe For It”

Genesis 37:3-11, 23-28

*PRE-SERMONIC. MEDITATION SECLECTION
“How Excellent Is Your Name”

MESSAGE
Rev. Dr. ]. Alexander Leaston
SONG OF INVITATION

CALLTO
DISCIPLESHIP. . ........c.n... Rev. Dr. J. Alexander Leaston

Brother Lawrence Williams, Drummer, & Combined Choirs
*Denotes to stand




Heavenly Father, we thank
You for Your love. Thank You
or the plans that You have for
each of our lives; plans for
good and not for disaster so
that we may each have a fu-
ture and a hope.

Thank You rhat all of Your
promises in Christ are Yes and
in Him, Amen, to Your glory
through us.

“The Lord heals the brokenhearted
Psalm 147:3
Lord, we are joyful because we trust in You. You have performed many
wonders for us. Your plans for us are too numerous to list. You have no
equal. If we tried to recite all You wonderful deeds, we would never come
to the end of them. Your throne, O God, lasts forever and ever.

bandages their wounds.”

Father, You send Your Word out and it always produces fruit. It will do
just what You want it to and it prospers everywhere that You send it. So,
Father, we declare that we will continue to circle the promises that You
have made in Your Word and confess them daily, trusting that Your Word
will produce fruit in our lives. We will not grow weary while we wait for
Your promises. We confess that we walk by faith and not by sight. We re-
fuse to give up on You. We refuse to give in to small goals, and we refuse
to give out to fatigue or despair. Overwhelming victory is ours through
Christ Jesus who loved us.

What do you need God to bless you and your family with? Find promises
in His Word, and confess them over your life daily: Holy Spirit, help us
to always pray God’s Word in faith. Remind us that God’s timing is al-
ways perfect, and He knows exactly when to send His promises. Help us
to take care of the blessings that God has already brought into our lives.
Remind us to always be grateful for all that God does for us.

Gracious Father, forgive us for trusting people and things instead of You.
Forgive us for growing weary while waiting for Your promises. Forgive
us for not praying daily. Forgive us for doubting You and the promises
You have given us. Father, please forgive me for any sins that I have
commiitted. Lord, remind all of us of those we need to forgive; and help us
to be quick to forgive. Now, trust the Lord to heal any wounds in your
soul caused by unforgiveness. All glory, majesty, power and authority are
Yours. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

FCC Prayer Ministry—Sister Annie Holloway
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Mrs. Jessie Freeman, Deaconess Lossie Hackett,
Deacon Donzell Hunter, Mrs. Yvonne Johnson,
Mrs. Amelia Judd, Deaconess Geraldine Lee,
Mrs. Irene Marks, Ms. Lesa Stewart
Deaconess Beatrice Todd, Deaconess Victoria Walker
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Ms. Mary Allen, (Sister of Deacon Crinnie Allen)
Mrs. Constance Becoat, (Dearest Friend of Carolyn Johnson)
p Mr. David Bradley, (Brother of Deaconess Victoria Walker)

R Mr. James Cox, (Father of Mr. Jesse Reynolds)

% Mr. Dameon Everett , (Nephew of Mrs. Patsy Rowland)

% Mr. Donald Freeman, Jr. (Son of Mr. Donald Freeman, Sr.)
Mr. Randolph Frazier (Friend of Ms. Daisier Watson)

L Mr. Mrs. Howard & Jackie Haywood,

; (Coworker of Mrs. Dorls McKoy)

T

Mrs. Mary Johnson, (Sister of Mrs. Lillian McNeill)

Dr. Nikki Johnson, (Friend of Mrs. Lilllan McNeill)
M. Paul Lee (Husband of Deaconess Geraldine Lee )
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Mr. John Poole, (Brother of Mrs. Cheryl Dendy)
Mrs. Carolyn Hick Perryman (Sister of Mr. Freddie Hicks)
Mrs. Elizabeth Smith (Cousin Mr. Jarvis Richardson)

Mr. Mitchell Yelverton (God-son Sister Lillian McNetll)




Thank Yo Y Yoo
Genernous Support

With sincore appneciation and goatitude, thank you fou yomn
gonorsas cuppont of the Book amd Boar Profect. Yoo 94 of
atuljod animals (s wone than & bind dovation—1t (s & bens-

tiful cxprossion of lsve, comfort. and compasiisn.

Bocanse of gomn thoughtjuluess, & child o adult may roceive
& soft sominden that thoy are scon, cared ou, awd wot for-
gotton. Each stwifod animat has the oppontuetty to brighton
comeonc’s day, bring & cmile, and share & (e bhope daning
& woment when & way be ncodod medt.

We avs tudly gratofel for goun witlinguess 1o gios from th

boast and 15 bo paxt of this weaningful winistny. Way God
Hess you eickly fou qoon bindness, and may coony boss given
thromgh this profoct being comfort. Joy. and cucomagoment

fou the glovy of Go.

Dbsk gou again for bclping us share God's love in such &
goutlls and mesningjel woy.

Vn. Wettiams Walker
PEE Youth Divectin
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Apply to
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The First Congregational Trustee Ministry Scholarship Committee
is now accepting applications for the following scholarships:

FCC Scholarship
The Lawrence Wilson Scholarship
Edward A. & Lena A. Johnson Scholarship

Please read and adhere to the requirements for each scholarship
listed below:

The FCC Scholarship is a renewable scholarship open to members
and children/guardians of FCC members enrolled in college.

The Lawrence Wilson Scholarship is a needs-based scholarship.
Applicants must show support for the community in which they live
or show volunteer involvement.

The Edward A. and Lena A. Johnson Scholarship is a scholarship

that is open to children of FCC whose parents/guardians are mem-
bers of FCC.

1. Applications are being accepted starting Sunday, July 19, 2026,
with a deadline of Sunday, August 2, 2026. Applications will
not be accepted after the deadline date;

2 Applications will be available through the church Secretary’s
Office during regular business hours or the FCC Church
website;

3. Each Scholarship requires a separate application;

4. Apphcants must attach a copy of their transcript/grades from
the previous semester or most recent school semester attended
that shows their Grade Point Average (GPA) and student ID (if
applicable);

5.Applicants may deliver the application in a sealed envelope to the
Church Secretary’s Office during regular off‘ ice hours or the
Trustee Ministry’s Mailbox.

Important: For the Lawrence Wilson Scholarship only,
in addition to the application, applicants must attach a one-page
essay describing their community or volunteer work/activities.

Applicants will be notified no later than August 16, 2026.

If you have any questions, please contact members of the
Trustee Ministry Scholarship Committee:

Michael Saulter at msaulterl@yahoo.com
by phone at (919) 780-8431

Helen Dickens at hwdickensiayahoo.com
by phone at (919) 783-4743.
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In the Sunday's, July 5, 2026 , bulletin Wilhem received
KUDOS

for kis participation in the
£H Middile Ground Homeschool Garden Club.

Wilkelm and the members of his local 4H Club were
all awarded Silver and Gold

for their presentations and are now keaded to the
4H State level District Day Activities
at Enloe High School in Raleigh on

Tuesday, July 21, 2026
Wilketns and the other students from around the state will be

competing for prizes and cash award.

The 4-H state event will be held on Tuesday, July 21, 2026..
Wilkem's age group (3-10) will begin presenting at 12:30pm.
The room he should be in is the tecknology room and that room
number is 160S. The order in whick ke will present is un-

; however, he could be the first or the last or somewhere

known;
in between but they showuld be finished well before 3:00.

If your schedule allows, please support Wilkem on
Tuesday, July 21, 2026

We 're using media to share the message that changes lives. From
livestreams to social media, from our website to digital outreach,
this ministry helps us reach beyond the walls of the church and
into the hearts of people right where they are.

Every post, every video, every click is an opportunity to spread the
Gospel, encourage faith, and invite others into a growing relation-

ship with God.

At FCC, We believe ministry doesn 't stop on Sunday, and through
media, we stay connected all week long. If you have a passion for
creativity, technology, or helping share the message of Christ, we
would love for you to be part of this ministry.
To get involved,
please contact the church office at:
Jecral@bellsouth.net




All are welcome

SUNDAY — |
SCH00L. | Ji [ for

Corporate

| EVERY SUNDAY
| 9:30 AM

Teach me your way, Lord,
that I may rely on your
faithfulness:
give me an undivided heart,
that I may fear your name.

Psalm 86:11

Wednesday, July 22nd @ 6:30 pm




FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

2410 Crei>ch Road
Raleigh, NC 27610

Rev. Du. §. Alexarilen Leaston, Faston

We're so glad you're here!
If this is your first time, plecise fill out our visitor's form.

{4 www.fcecraleigh.or
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—~ NOTES FROM TODAY’S
CHURCH SERMON
Community Connect

¢ r e first Ccmgregationa[ Church Famify Reunion Sunday
'Y N July 20-26, 2026
: Rev. ]J. Alexander Leaston, Pastor

Sunday, July 19, 2026




