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VISION STATEMENT: The disciples of First Congregational

Church vision is to obediently follow the Lord Jesus becoming
more Christ-like in character and effective in ministry to others.
By the power of the Holy Spirit we pray to reach, reconcile and
restore lives to Jesus Christ by proclaiming the glorious Gospel
of the Kingdom. Our vision will be realized when we have
reached Christ-like maturity, the Gospel has been proclaimed in
all the world, and the Kingdom of God has been fully estab-
lished in the new age.

MISSION STATEMENT: The mission of First Congregational

Church is to obey Christ’s command to seek and save the lost;
to preach and teach the Word of God; to make and empower
disciples through increasing and promoting our love for God
and His word; to help meet the needs of human kind by “loving
God with all our hearts, with all our souls, with all our minds,
so that it will mold and fashion our lives, and to love our
neighbor as ourselves.”
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September 13, 2026 11:00 AM.
Sunday Worship Celebration

Worship Leader — Rev. Carolyn Ingram

We are God's
workmanship,
created in
Christ Jesus
to do good
works,
which God
proparved in
advance foxr
us to do.
shesians 23
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Gracious and loving God, on this day of and remem-
brance, we come before You as one people, mindful of the lives lost
on September 11, twenty-five years ago, the families forever
changed, and the courage of those who ran toward danger to help
others. Hold in Your mercy all who still carry grief, pain, and

memory from that day.

We thank You for our countiry, for the freedoms we cherish, for those
who serve, protect, heal, teach, lead, and care, and for every act of
compassion that bears witness to hope. Help us to be faithful citizens
and loving neighbors, seeking justice, practicing mercy, and working
Jor peace.
Protect our nation and all nations from violence, hatred, and fear.
Guide our leaders with wisdom, strengthen first responders and
members of the armed forces, guard our communities, and make us
instruments of Your peace. May our remembrance lead us to
compassion, our gratitude lead us to service, and our prayers

lead us closer to You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

*Denotes to stand
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PREPARATION SELECTION............

Pastoral Remarks
Rev. Dr. J. Alexander Leaston

| HOLY SCRIPTURE READING . .Rev. Dr. ]. Alexander Leaston
1 Samuel 16:1, 6-13

PRE-SERMONIC. MEDITATION SELECTION
“ Your Grace and Mercy”

SERMON
Rev. Dr. J. Alexander Leaston

----------------------------

* THEBENEDICTION......... Rev. Dr. J. Alexander Leaston |

Sister Vickie Debnam, Pianist & Brother Todd Freeman, Drummer
*Denotes to stand




*‘E’i&s Our heartfelt sympathy is extended to
The i || Mrs. Lillar Barnes and family on the

g)m passing of her beloved husband, Mr.

Barbara “Bobby"” Barnes, on Wednes-
day, September 9, 2026.

The Celebration of Life Service will be

held on Monday, September 21, 2026,
at noon, with visitation preceding the
service from 11:30 a.m. until noon
here at the church.

Please keep Mrs. Barnes and the entire 3
sl ol Ms. Mary Allen, (Stster of Deacon Crinnie Allen)
comfort, strength, and peace in the Mrs. Constance Becoat, (Dearest Friend of Carolyn Johnson)
days ahead. Mr. David Bradiey, (Brother of Deaconess Victoria Walker)
Ms. Pauline Burton (Family Friend of Mrs. Lillian McNeill)
Mr. James Cox, (Father of Mr. Jesse Reynolds)
Mr. Dameon Everett , (Nephew of Mrs. Patsy Rowland)
Mr. Charle Farnham (Family Friend of Mrs. Lillian McNeill)
Mr. Donald Freeman, Jr. (Son of Mr. Donald Freeman, Sr.)

Myr. Randolph Frazier (Friend of Ms. Daisier Watson)
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Mrs. Irene Marks, Ms. Lisa Stewart
Deaconess Beatrice Todd, Deaconess Victoria Walker

|

A Prayer for Physical Healing

The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in us. And
Jjust as God, who raised Christ Jesus from the dead, He will give life
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and to bring us kope, health, and healing. We give thanks because (Coworker of Mrs. Dorls McKoy)

You are near. You alone are God. How great are Your signs and Mrs. Mary Johnson, (Sister of Mrs. Lillian McNell)
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how e Tour " Dr. Nikki Johnson, (Friend of Mrs. Lillian McNeill)
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;fﬁmpnﬁl;mtvhnéo:f‘:amdww Wi:hm Ms. Stephanie Knowlin, (Ms. Carnetta Blakely’s Caregiver)
nothing is impossible. expect diseases 1o be dissolved y

k::’mmwwumadfwmmmmwu Mr. Paul Lee (Husband of Deaconess Geraldine Lee )

their minds and souls to be set free. As we pray for those in need of Mr. Raymond Perkins (Brother of Deacon Grady Perkins)

uS. wee ehat Your il of I Mr. John Poole, (Brother of Mrs. Cheryl Dendy)
Great and awesome is Your Name. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. Mrs. Carolyn Hicks Perr  (Sister of Mr. Freddie Hicks)

FCC Prayer Ministry—Sister Annle Holloway Mrs. Elizabeth Smith (Cousin Mr. Jarvis Richardson)
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IT S LMOST TIME FDR : ‘ ~ here, and we are expecting a
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e et | Each night promises to be an
3 NIGHTS « ONE PURPOSE » ONE POWERFUL GOD , excitingtimeofworship,
= — : . 2 y preaching, praise, and renewal
oo || N @ ey, | SO ir the presence of the Lord.
A | T gL | e So, invite your family, invite
BANKOLE | : HARRY L. ' DARIAN .
AKINBINU | W  WHITE ) BOUIE your friends, and make plans
“ROVE TS CHAPEL ) @) FIRST BAPTIST e tt1s
?A:-_?_T !_.SICHOV' 7 Wﬂi.:.m ; T going to be an incredible three
' s I nights as we come together ex-
_CoME READY. | 0y fmerine, My  saw i pecting God to move in a

| Beginning Wednesday, October 7, we will welcome Rev. Dr. Bankole Akinbinu, Senior Pastor of Baptist Grove Church,
|| along with the Baptist Grove Choir.

| Then on Thursday, October 8, we will be blessed by Rev. Dr. Harry L. White, Jr., Senior Pastor of Watts Chapel Missionary
|| Baptist Church, along with the Watts Chapel Choir. |

|| And we will close out on Friday, October 9, with Rev. Dr. Darian C. Bouie, Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church of Raleigh,
| along with the First Baptist Choir.

Three nights, threepowerﬁdpreachers and three dynamic choirs!
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Calling all ladies of First Congregational
Church! Your wonderful baking gifis and
lovinfbmq:ponbmwmnb:inwwdasmpm-
r Family and Friends’ Day on Satur-
N B September 195,

The FCC Men’s Fellowship will be preparing the fish,
burgers, hot dogs, drinks, and side dishes, and we would
love for our ladies to help make the day even sweeter by
bringing a delicious dessert to share.

Every dessert, whether homemade or store-bought, will be
a blessing to our church family and guests. Please contact
Victoria Walker or Carolyn Johnson to let them know what
dessert you plan to bring. All desserts should be at the
church by 9:30 a.m.

Thank you for sharing your time, talents, and sweet treats
as we come together in fellowship and love!
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